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Four different terrorist 
groups in Pakistan 
were implicated by the 
‘global war on terror.’
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Musharraf focused 
on groups engaging in 
jihadi violence within 
Pakistan.
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easier to identify the ethnically alien al Qaeda 
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Terrorists operating 
against India were 
more or less exempted 
from Musharraf’s 
campaign.
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Pakistan has 
apprehended scores of 
al Qaeda operatives, 
but only a handful of 
Taliban leaders.
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Motivational and Institutional Complexities

-

-

16



l Ashley J. Tellis

THE WASHINGTON QUARTERLY  SPRING 200814

-
loya jirga

-

-

-

-
ation is significant because it has the effect of 

-

-

-
17 The dangers of a height-

18

-

Al Qaeda’s dispersal 
in the northern FATA 
has inadvertently 
made destroying it 
more difficult.
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Societal and Operational Challenges

-

-

POOR TACTICAL INTELLIGENCE

-

-

-
-



THE WASHINGTON QUARTERLY  SPRING 2008

l

17

rewaj (tribal 
Shari’a

-

-

maliks

-

-

24

 
and the maulvis
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A considerable 
diversity of views 
exists among senior 
military officers 
about the Taliban.
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The survival of the 
Taliban in the FATA 
has been responsible 
for the regeneration 
of al Qaeda.
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The demise of the 
old social order made 
Pakistani human 
intelligence collection 
ineffective.
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U.S. Policy Options
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There is a growing 
weariness with 
counterterrorism 
operations waged on 
Pakistani soil.
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Destroying the 
‘Taliban’ today has 
become much more 
difficult.
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What Should the United States Do?
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U.S. actions during 
the 2001–2002 
Indian-Pakistani 
crisis helped shape 
Pakistan’s calculus.
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There are no good 
and radically different 
alternatives to current 
U.S. policies.
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